ON CRIMINALITY1
1934
MR. CHAIRMAN, Ladies and Gentlemen: When your Secretary
asked me a day or two ago to speak to-night in the discussion I
replied that I would do so with pleasure, but that I could not at
such short notice work up anything like a paper or a contribution
to this topic. I point this out as I am actually only going to put
together loosely a few conclusions which I have formulated in
other connections.2
In a paper3 which I read to this Section in 1927 I endeavoured
to show that criminal tendencies are also at work in normal
children, and I threw out a few suggestions as to the factors which
underlie an asocial or criminal development. I had found that
children would show asocial and criminal tendencies, and act
them out (of course in their childish way) over and over again,
the more they were dreading a cruel retaliation from their parents
as a punishment for their aggressive phantasies directed against
those parents. Children who, unconsciously, were expecting to
be cut to pieces, beheaded, devoured and so on, would feel com-
pelled to be naughty and to get punished, because the real punish-
ment, however severe, was reassuring in comparison with the
murderous attacks which they were continuously expecting from
fantastically cruel parents. I came to the conclusion in the paper
to which I have just referred, that it is not (as is usually supposed)
the weakness or lack of a super-ego, it is not in other words the
lack of conscience, but the overpowering strictness of the super-
ego, which is responsible for the characteristic behaviour of
asocial and criminal persons.
Further work in the field of child-analysis has confirmed these
suggestions and given a deeper insight into the mechanisms at
work in such cases. The small child first harbours against its
parents aggressive impulses and phantasies, it then projects these
on to them, and thus it comes about that it develops a phantastic
and distorted picture of the people around it. But the mechanism
of introjection operates at the same time, so that these unreal
imagos become internalized, with the result that the child feels
1  Contributed to a Symposium on Grime at a meeting of the Medical Section of the
British Psychological Society on October 24, 1934.
2   The Psycho-Analysis of Children, and a chapter in Psycho-Analysis To-day edited by
Sandor Lorand ('Early Development of Conscience in the Child').
3  'Criminal Tendencies in Normal Children1, p. 185.
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